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US 17 Economic Impact Study Begins

P e A Smoother Ride on 17
4 Highway 17 stretches nearly 300 miles from

South Carolina to Virginia through 13 counties in
North Carolina’s Coastal Plains. The highway is
critical to the economic health of the region,
providing access to the southern beaches, key
military bases, agricultural resources, ports and
industrial facilities.

The importance of the highway to North
Carolina’s economy has been cited by the North Carolina Logistics Task Force, as
reported in The North Carolina Statewide Logistics Plan and the Task Force’s Seven
Portals Study. The following are two key issues noted in those studies that require
attention:
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South Carolina to Virginia. To verify the critical importance and #®8®€d benefits of
improvements, as well as achieve buy-in from State and Federal decision-makers, the
Highway 17 Association is preparing an Economic Impact Analysis. This analysis will

look at the economic benefits of tourism, military bases and industrial access within
eastern North Carolina that should result from additional Highway 17 improvements.
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Economic Impact Analysis Approach
The economic impact analysis, which is being prepared by a team of experts led by
Adkins North America, has been structured to accomplish the following five tasks:

1. Transportation Analysis - Compares the transportation need for additional
highway improvements to estimated costs and suggests priorities for future
improvement.

2. Previous Studies Review - Reviews published studies from the study corridor and
other data sources on economic analysis of highway development to help to inform
the analysis.

3. Economic Impact Analysis - Includes projections of economic activity within the
highway corridor, an analysis of how that activity will spill over into the
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“Highway 17 is a vital route for Eastern North Carolina, linking our communities
and bridging our economies. We are excited about the US 17 Economic Impacts
Study and working with our regional partners on furthering the vision for the future
of this roadway. The findings of the Study will outline opportunities for improving
US 17 as a means of encouraging economic growth...we hope our partners will

continue to support our efforts as we move forward.”
~ Marc Finlayson, Highway 17 Association Executive Director
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